






















































Frank “Sarge” Polizzi 
2023 Recipient of the WDCHOF Lifetime Achievement Award

A Tribute to Our Father: Growing up in a 
household headed by a police officer has its 
challenges.  As young children, one of the 
main challenges was learning to accept that 
our dad would not always be available for 
holidays and special events in our lives.  Boy 
Scouts or a fishing derby often fell to our 
mom due to our dad’s duties working rotating 
shifts, weekends, and holidays.  Then you hit 
the teen years and being the teen son of a 
police officer kind of puts you in a fishbowl.  
Every police officer in your city knows who 
you are and makes sure your dad is aware 
of every infraction you may have committed.  
That was followed up by his phone call home 
before we left for school telling either of us to 
leave our car keys by the radio.  There was no 
point in arguing.  Our dad was brought up in 
the same environment.  His dad was a police 
officer as well, eventually becoming Police 
Chief.  There were always lessons in what is 
right and what is wrong and that there will 
always be consequences for the wrong.

In 1959, along with several other police 
officers, our dad was involved with starting 
a police-sponsored drum and bugle corps.  
As a child, he was involved in a drum corps 
and remembered all the positive aspects 
the activity provided for kids.  It would also 
be a way for us to do something together.  
Starting out as a parade corps, the Milford 
Police Cadets, widely known as the Milford 
Shoreliners, became competitive in 1963, and 
our dad was the director.  The Shoreliners 
improved every year.  By 1968 we were listed 
as one of the top 15 drum corps in the country.  
At this point, our dad was the police liaison 
officer to the court and no longer worked 
rotating shifts or weekends.  It was a family 
affair for us including our mom as chaperone 
for the girls in the corps.  Drum Corps became 
a way of life for all of us, together.

Our dad could never turn down any kid 
that wanted to be part of the Milford Police 
Cadets; after all, that’s why we existed, for 
the kids.  He made sure that kids without 
experience were taught to play a horn.  All 
he asked was that you worked hard and 
showed up.  There were kids who had no 
real supervision or guidance at home.  Those 
were the kids he pushed hardest to do their 
best, not just on the competition field, but 
in life.  We have heard from so many about 
the difference he made in their life.  The 
lessons of right vs wrong were always on the 
agenda and enforced on and off the field.  
After every rehearsal and competition, we 
would all gather in a circle around Sarge.   
He always began the rundown with “Listen 
up!” and ended with his instruction to “keep 
your eyes and ears open and your mouths 
shut”.  He gave us our motto, to always “walk 
proud”.  We were all acutely aware of what 
our behavior on and off the field was to 
be.  We didn’t dare deviate from the rules, 
not out of fear…but because no one ever 
wanted to disappoint “Sarge” with behavior 
unbecoming to a Milford Shoreliner.

      It fills us with great pride knowing that 
our dad provided a safe path and strong 
foundation for hundreds of kids over two 
decades to become productive and successful 
adults, regardless of where they started.  We 
are overjoyed that the World Drum Corps 
Hall of Fame is recognizing him for Lifetime 
Achievement.  We are also so pleased that 
on June 22, 2023, the Mayor of Milford 
presented him with a proclamation outlining 
his contribution to Milford and surrounding 
area youths, to which approximately 100 of 
his “kids” took the time to attend and spend 
time with “Sarge”.                                 

 Frank and Ray Polizzi
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